
Re-opening of the Garrison Track 

Following a telephone meeting with Steve Absolon from the Garrison yesterday morning I am 

pleased to inform you that there is a strong possibility of the Garrison Track opening for limited use 

by Club athletes in approximately two weeks time. 

Before this can happen the Club is required to provide a risk assessment to Mr Absolon together 

with a plan of action on numbers we consider to be safe and workable.  Numbers able to train will 

be limited and initially only sprint athletes and throwers will be allowed to train. This can include a 

small number of adult groups.  In accordance with the guidance provided by England Athletics all 

groups are to be restricted to a maximum of six people including their coach.  I am aware that not all 

of our licenced coaches wish to return to the track at this time.   

We will make every effort to guarantee the safety of athletes, parents and coaches during their time 

at the track.  The Pegasus Clubhouse and the changing rooms will not be open but toilet facilities will 

be available at the track.  Other requirements i.e. washing hands, sanitising equipment etc will be 

provided prior to us starting to use the track facilities.  

As a result of social distancing and other health and safety issues the Garrison will only permit a 

limited number of athletes to train.  All athletes who wish to use the track should let their coach 

know as soon as possible, to ensure that their coach can accommodate them under the guidelines 

they currently have to follow.  The coaches should then forward their athletes names to Chris 

Akehurst by Wednesday 17th June at the very latest so that we can advise the Garrison of numbers 

when we attend the next telephone meeting next Thursday morning.  As groups are restricted to a 

maximum of six people (including their coach) it may not be possible to accommodate all athletes 

who want to train on the track. 

Track refurbishment 

The track and jumps areas at the track will be unavailable for training from 23 July whilst 

refurbishment work is undertaken.  This work will last for approximately 6 to 8 weeks.  During this 

time there may be opportunities for our throwers to train at the track. 

Membership fees 

You will be aware that the main Committee decided to postpone collection of membership fees for 

the current year (April 2020/March 2021) late in March.  I understand that about 25 members have 

paid their club membership and some have paid the £15.00 England Athletics registration fee. 

With the limited use of the track being imminent, the Committee believes it is now time for 

members to renew membership. The Club is planning to introduce a cashless system from 1st 

October 2020 (further details will be provided in due course).  We will therefore only ask members 

to renew their membership until 30th September.  Our Membership Secretary Paul Preston will be 

writing to you within 10 days inviting you to renew your Club membership via WebCollect. 

England Athletics Registration  

As an affiliated club, we are required to pay the £15.00 annual registration fee to England Athletics 

for all members who wish to compete in UKA licenced events. This will include all County, Regional 

and National championship events.  



Your membership renewal notice will on this sole occasion give you the option to renew your 

membership with or without the England Athletics registration fee. Usually renewing without the EA 

Fee is not available. 

Insurance implications  

The Club is affiliated to England Athletics having recently paid this year’s affiliation fee. This covers 

all paid up members who a train with a UK Athletics licenced coach.  It also covers virtual races that 

have been organised.  

 

Changing rooms will not be open so those attending be prepared for all eventualities and strongly 

suggest hand gel for personal use. Parents of young athletes are advised to be present. 

Colchester Harriers are determined to ensure premises and safety precautions are in place but we 

cannot be responsible for any misconduct.    

Wishing you all the very best. Happy running and keep safe. 

 

Lance Williams 

Chair/Secretary         12 June 2020 


